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THEM THAT HONOUR ME I WILL 
' HONOUR; AND THEY THAT DE- 
SPISE ME SHALL BE LIGHTLY 
ESTEEMED. 


HEN we peruſe the inſtructive 
page of hiſtory, we behold empires 
in the world, like waves in the 
ocean, ſucceflively riſing and diſappearing 
again. Exalted for a moment, one glitters 
before our eyes in power and majeſty ; but 
is ſuddenly overwhelmed and abſorbed by 
the ſuperior force of another ; which, itſelf, 
perhaps, hardly ſtays to be gazed at, but as 
quickly vaniſhes from the fight, and is no 
more. In filence we contemplate the affect- 
ing ſcene. We adore the providence of him 
who ruleth in the kingdoms of men; who 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up another; 


ordering all things according to the counſel. 


of his own Will. 
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From the ſacred Scriptures we learn 
what that Will is, and how gracious an 
aſpect it always bears towards the ſervants of 
the true God. We ſee the moſt untractable 
of things and perſons ſecretly working 
together for good to them that fear and 
worſhip the Creator of the univerſe. We 
perceive the potentates of the earth becoming 
ſubſervient to the kingdom of Meſſiah, and 
carrying on the diſpenſations of mercy and 
judgment towards his people, as their obe- 
dience, from time to time, pleads for the 
one, or their tranſgreſſions call for the other. 
Our hearts are filled and warmed with a ſenſe | 
of his goodneſs, who cauſeth the world and | 
all that is in it to conſpire in promoting the 
felicity of his choſen. 


Conſidered in this light, let us take a view 
of the divine economy in the government of 
the world from the beginning, by an in- 
duction of thoſe particular facts, together 
with the grounds and reaſons of the ſame, 
with which we are furniſhed by hiſtory, 
ſacred and profane. Such a view, it is 
humbly hoped, will not be an unpleafing | 
employment of the time uſually allotted upon 

theſe 


1 
theſe occaſions. It cannot be an unprofitable 
one; ſince, by ſtudying the ways of him 
who is perfect in knowlege and holineſs, 
we ſhall beſt learn to rectify and regulate 
our own. And it will be found peculiarly 
adapted to anſwer the end propoſed by the 
wiſdom and piety of our anceſtors, when 
they ordained, that the ſolemn adminiſtration 
of juſtice ſhould commence with due and 
devout meditation on the proceedings of that 
Being, concerning whom it is ſaid, that, as 
mercy and truth go before his face, fo, 


righteouſneſs and judgment are the habi- 
tation of his throne. 


A large and comprehenſive, that is, a 
proper ſurvey of the great ſcheme of Provi- 
dence, as formed upon the maxim laid down 
by God himſelf in the words of the text, 
muſt take it's riſe from that gracious purpoſe 
of ſaving mankind, and bringing them to 
glory, which appears to have poſſeſſed the 
firſt place in the deſigns of heaven. This 
we learn, from the notices, afforded in the 
Scriptures, that we are * ſaved and called 
according to the divine purpoſe, and grace 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 

A 4 6 be- 
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% began; that God hath choſen us from 
« the beginning *;” that the Lamb of God 
was ſlain, that is, intentionally and virtually 
lain, „from the foundation of the world ©.” 


The world was enjoyed but for a little 
ſeaſon by man in a ſtate of innocence, and 
hath ever ſince ſympathized with him in the 
miſery of his fall. But it is ſtill preſerved, 
as the theatre on which the mighty work of 
Redemption is carried on, until that work 
ſhall be accompliſhed. When “ the fulneſs 
4 of the Gentiles ſhall be come in, and all 
&« Iſrael ſhall be ſaved *,” then “ the heavens 
„ ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the 
« elements ſhall melt with fervent heat : the 
« earth alſo, and ths works that are therein; 
« ſhall be burnt up“.“ 


Ere we have proceeded far in the moſt | 
ancient and authentic of hiſtories, we meet | 
with a ſtupendous repreſentation of that 
final deſtruction - which awaits the preſent 
ſyſtem, as well as of that compleat ſalvation 
which ſhall be effected for the ſervants of the 
moſt High. The earth was defiled by the 


22 Tim. i. g. Þ 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. Rev. xiii. 8. 5 


* Rom. xi. 26. „ A Pet. tt; 10; 
abomi- 
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abominations of it's inhabitants. The ſins 
of men burſt the fountains of the great deep, 
opened the windows of heaven, and called 
forth a deluge of water to cleanſe it from it's 
corruptions ; when neither the riches of the 
wealthy, nor the power of the mighty, nor 
the wiſdom of the wiſe could avail to preſerve 
them from the hand of death. Then ap- 
peared the incomparable preeminence of re- 
ligion, the ineftimable privileges of the faith- 
ful. Safe under the protection of the Al- 
mighty, the holy family in the ark ſurvived 
the ſtorm that laid the world in ruins, and 
paſſed in perfect ſecurity over the wreck of 
univerſal nature. A new earth, as it were, 
aroſe out of the waters. The covenant was 
renewed. Men were cotrimanded to look 
upon the bow in the clouds, and to remem- 
ber the promiſe. The morning ſtars ſang 
together, and the ſons of God ſhouted for 
joy. 


Behold thoſe ancient fathers of our faith, 
the patriarchs, becauſe iniquity again abound- 
ed, called forth from their country and 
their kindred, to preſerve true religion upon 
earth, „ till the Seed ſhould come, to whom 
** the promiſe was made.“ They were 

| « but 
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ee but few men in number, yea very few, 
c“ and ſtrangers in the land.” But the pre- 
ſence of God was with them. * He ſuffered 


(1 


&« no man to do them wrong; yea he reproved 
1 kings for their ſakes; ſaying, Touch not 


mine anointed, and do my prophets no 


© harm *.” They were honoured in the king- 
doms through which they travelled. When 
injured, they, by faith, „put to flight the 
* armies of aliens.” They were permitted to 
intercede for cities; and when deſtruction 
became inevitable, yet ſuch as belonged to 
them were ſent out of the overthrow. They 
became inſtruments of preſerving whole 
nations alive in the' time of dearth. They 
informed princes concerning the will of 


heaven, and taught ſenators true wiſdom. 


They were revered by crowned heads, and 
Pharaoh diſdained not to receive a bleſſing 
from od. 


Egypt, a kingdom, in thoſe days, the 
moſt renowned of all others for power and 
learning, became a ſcene of very remarkable 
tranſactions. The ſighs and groans of af- 
flicted Iſrael came up before the eternal 
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throne. 
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throne. The Lord awaked as one out of 
ſleep, and made bare his arm in the defence 


of his people. The perſecutor ſtill withſtood 


that power which controlled all the opera- 
tions of nature; and hardened his heart 
againſt that goodneſs, which, by ſo doing, 
called him to repentance. At length, the 
jaws of oppreſſion were broken, and the 
people of God were delivered. The Egyp- 
tians ſank, like lead, in the mighty waters ; 
while Iſrael, triumphant on the oppoſite 


ſhore, ſang hallelujahs to the Lord God 


omnipotent. 


The deſcendants of faithful Abraham, 
thus brought out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and ſtretched out arm, were conducted 
= through the wilderneſs, the ſame Lord 
being their light and their ſtrength, their 
Z ſupport and their comfort; and came to the 
borders of Canaan, at the preciſe time, 
when the iniquity of the Amorites was 
full. The day of trial allotted to the 
idolatrous nations being expired, a gloomy 
and tempeſtuous night cloſed upon them 
for ever. The judgment determined in the 
decrees of heaven was executed by the 
ſword of God in the hand of Joſhua. The 


promiſe 


When they returned to him, his favour 


(8) 


promiſe was made good-=- © I will never 
< leave thee, nor forſake thee.” The power 
of faith prevailed, to the caſting down 
of ſtrong holds ; and the blaſt of trumpets, 
founded by the divine command, was found 


ſufficient to leyel the walls of Jericho. 


As often as the children of Iſracl, after 
their eſtabliſhment in Canaan, rebelled 


againſt the Lord their God, he puniſhed 


them by means of the neighbouring nations. 


returned to them; the light of his counte- 
nance ſoon diſpelled the darkeſt clouds f 
public calamity, and brake forth upon 
them, by means of deliverers, raiſed up to 
chaſtiſe the infolence of their enemies, and 
to reſtore tranquillity and happineſs in the 
dwellings of Jacob, 


The proſperity of Iſrael was at it's height 
in the days of Solomon, to whoſe court we 
ſee the ſovereigns of the earth reſorting, 


aſtoniſhed at his glory, charmed and edified 
by his wiſdom. Jeruſalem was the praiſe 
of the nations, and the joy of the whole 
earth. Peace reſided within her walls, and 
plenteouſneſs within her palaces ; while, in 
the 
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the midſt of her, on the favoured mount, ſhone; 


like the ſun in the firmament, the houſe of | 
the Lord. her God, where he was worſhipped 


in the beauty of holineſs. Let us contemplate 


the noble idea, intended, ſurely, to be conveyed 
by this reign, of the ſtate of things which is 
to take place, when the laſt enemy ſhall be 
vanquiſhed, and death ſwallowed up in victo- 
ry; when the Son of David ſhall manifeſt 
himſelf in the new Jeruſalem, as the prince 
of peace, and reign for ever and ever, King 
of kings, and Lord of lords. | 


After this period, we find the Almighty 


employing, in their turns, the celebrated 


monarchies of the world, to protect, or to 
annoy, to cheriſh, or to chaſtiſe his people, 
or each other, as there was occaſion. 


The idolatries and iniquities of the ten 
tribes, conſequent upon their defection from 
the houſe of David, and the ſervice of the 
temple at Jeruſalem, called for vengeance. 
And, lo, the Aſſyrian ſtands in readineſs 
to execute it, awaiting, as it were, his or- 
ders from above. At the time appointed, 
they are iſſued. The Lord lifteth up an en- 
ſign to the nations from afar, and muſtereth 

Mo the 


E 
the hoſt to the battle, making them the 
weapons of his indignation to deſtroy the 


whole land. Becauſe the children of Iſrael 


had ſinned againſt the Lord their God, who 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
and followed other Gods, therefore the 
Lord was angry with Iſrael, and removed 
them out of his ſight. They returned no 
more to that pleaſant land, nor a again 
their native country. 


The caſe of the Aſſyrian affords a remark- 


able inſtance of the manner in which God 


uſes the inſtrumentality of man's free choice 


foreſeen, and thus cauſes all the machina- 
nations of worldly politicians to work toge- 
ther for the accompliſhment of his deſigns, 


while they attend only to the furtherance of | 


their own. For thus God has been pleaſed 
to ſtate this matter, once for all, by his 
prophet Iſaiah. The Aflyrian is the rod of 
© mine anger, and the ſtaff in their hand is 


mine indignation. I will ſend him againſt 


* an hypocritical nation, and againſt the 
people of my wrath will I give him a 
e charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the 
te prey, and to tread them down like the 
* mire in the ſtreets. Howbeit, he meaneth 

« not 


D e WY, yan C"'TyY W 


a hw 


( u ) 
« not ſo, neither doth his heart think fo; 
« but it is in his heart to deſtroy and cut off 


- © nations not a few *.” The proud Aſſyrian 


knew not (what Iſaiah could have told him) 
that Jehovah, having performed by his hand 
the work of correcting a rebellious people, 
would afterward puniſh likewiſe his own 


ſtout heart, and the glory of his high 
looks“: He perceived not the abſurdity of 


the axe preſuming to boaſt itſelf againſt the 
perſon that heweth therewith. View him 
before the walls of Jeruſalem, at the head of 
an army ſuppoſed to be invincible, opening 


his mouth in blaſphemy againſt God, and 


already rioting in the fancied ſpoil of the 
holy city. But the time was not yet come. 


= A prince filled the throne, who knew whither 
to recur for aſſiſtance, and poſſeſſed the va- 


luable ſecret of engaging heaven on his fide. 


Therefore, The virgin, the daughter of 


“Sion, deſpiſed the tyrant, and laughed him 
eto ſcorn; the daughter of Jeruſalem ſhook 
„her head at him*®.” Suddenly, at mid- 
night, without noiſe or violence, the flower 
of the Aſſyrian army is cut off at a ſtroke. 
The Almighty puts his hook in the noſe, 


* Iſai. x. 5, 6, &c. bid. vere 4 ? Ib. 15. 
r 
B 2 and 


( 12 ) 
and his bridle in the lips of the raging mon- 
ter, and leads him back, like a wild beaſt 
taken in the toils, contemned and hiſſed at 
by thoſe who had ſo lately trembled at his 
power. . 


But, at length, the hour arrived of Ju- 
dah's chaſtiſement. The tranſgreſſions of 
her kings, of her prieſts, and of her people, 
had made the whole head ſick, and the 
whole heart faint. She was to drink deep of 
the cup of the Lord's fury, and the haughty 
Nebuchadnezzar was the perſon appointed 
to adminiſter it. Jeruſalem is laid in aſhes, 
and her children go into captivity. In the 
ſchool of affliction they are taught the leſſon | 
of repentance. ** By the waters of Babylon | 
« they ſate down, and wept;” wept over || 
their calamities, and the fins which occaſi- 
oned them; „yea they wept, when they 
«© remembered Sion ;” when they remem- 
bered what ſhe had been, and conſidered 
what ſhe then was. Deſolate, and forſaken, 
ſhe now ſits upon the ground, who was 
once exalted above the nations; ſhe calls to 
the whole world, to every people in every 
age, See if ever there was ſorrow like my 
« ſorrow ', and learn wiſdom by my fall.” 

i Lam. i. 12. Yet, 
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Yet, even here, God left not himſelf 


S without witneſs, nor his people without ho- 


nour, in the land of the enemy. The irre- 
ſiſtible monarch, almoſt ready to propoſe 
himſelf as an object of worſhip, is ſeen 
proſtrate at the feet of a captive Jew. Daniel 
is exalted to power, and a prophet rules in 
the province of Babylon; while the abaſe- 
ment of that proud prince, by the judgment 
of God, even to the condition of the beaſts 
of the field, ſeemed to prognoſticate the ap- 
proaching downfall of the empire, which 
came to paſs in the days of his grandſon. 


For now, Babylon, the glory of king- 
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees excellency, 
having performed her appointed taſk, was 
to be overthrown as Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The ſtaff wherewith the Lord had ſmitten 
ſo many nations, the hammer which had 
broken the whole earth to pieces, was to be, 
itfelf, cut aſunder and broken, while the 
ſceptre of the world paſſed to the ſecond 


great monarchy, that of the Medes and 


Perſians, 


To 
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To this end, a prince appears, with a diſpo- 
fition calculated to conciliate the affections of 
difterent nations, ranged under his banners, 
That diſpoſition 1s improved by a diſcipline, 
which has been the admiration of every ſuc- 
ceeding age. He is inſtructed in the beſt max- 
ims of political wiſdom, and his undertakings 
proſper in his hands. He takes Babylon, and 
puts a period to the Chaldean empire. Pro- 
fane hiſtory relates this tranſaction at large; 
but the deſigns of Providence, accompliſhed 
by it, are unfolded in the Scriptures, where 
God is repreſented as ſaying of Cyrus, by 


name, two hundred years before he was 


born, „He is my ſhepherd, and ſhall per- 
« form all my pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſa- 
lem, thou ſhalt be built, and to the temple, 
« thy foundations ſhall be laid. I have 
te raiſed him up in righteouſneſs, and I will 
« direct all his ways. He ſhall build my 
« city, and he ſhall let go my captives, not 
« for price nor reward, ſaith the Lord of 
« hoſts. For Jacob my ſervants ſake, and 
« for Iſrael mine ele&, I have even called 
e thee by name; I have ſurnamed thee, 
though thou haſt not known me.” 


= Iai. xliv, 28. xIv, 1-4. 13. 


When 
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When Cyrus took poſſeſſion of Babylon, 
Daniel was there; and is ſaid to have proſ- 
pered not only “in the reign of Darius,” 
but alſo in that of Cyrus the Perſian.” It 


is hardly poſſible, therefore, to conceive, 


that theſe prophecies of Iſaiah ſhould not be 
ſhewn by him to the new monarch. And, 
indeed, the proclamation, publiſhed by Cy? 


| rus in the very firſt year of his reign, is 


worded in a manner, which demonſtrates 
that this had been done. It is thus recorded 
at the concluſion of the ſecond book of 
Chronicles --- © Now in the firſt year of 


Cyrus king of Perſia, he made a procla- 


« mation throughout all his kingdom, and 


i « put it in writing, ſaying--- Thus ſaith Cy- 


« rus, king of Perfia--All the kingdoms of 


5 e the earth hath the Lord God of heaven 


given me, and he hath charged me to 


« build him an houſe in Jeruſalem, which 
„is in Judah. Who is there among you of 


all his people? The Lord his God be 
| © with him, and let him go up.” 


| Reſtored by this edict, the Jewiſh ſtate 


| grew up again to maturity, under the pro- 
{ tection of the Perſian empire, and at length 


aroſe 


189 


aroſe ſuperior to the envy and jealouſy of it's || 
neighbours. Under the tyrant Ochus, it | 


ſuffered ſome ſeverities from the ſame em- 


pire, which gave way, in it's turn, to the || 


third monarchy, erected on it's ruins, by 


the king of Grecia®, or Alexander the great, | 
The anger of this prince againſt Jeruſalem, 


occaſioned by a refuſal of his demands, on 
a ſudden, at the fight of the high prieſt 


coming forth in proceſſion to meet him, 
was converted into a reverence for the tem- 
ple, and an admiration of the prophecies of 
Daniel, uttered ſo long before concerning 
him, which were ſhewn to Him, as thoſe of 


Ifaiah, in a former inſtance, had been 


ſhewn to Cyrus. In them ſeeing himſelf 1 Z 
and the rapidity of his conqueſts already 
deſcribed, he led his forces againſt the | 


Perſians, as to certain victory“; and having 
performed the work whereunto he had been 
appointed, was thrown aſide as a withered 
rod, dying at Babylon, in the thirty-third 
year of his age. 


During the reign of Ptolemy Lagos, one 
of the ſucceſſors of Alexander, the Jews 


n Dan. viii. 21. 


o Joſephus, Antiq. Jud. Lib. xi. ad fin. 


Were 


E 
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were carried away in great numbers into 
Egypt, by which means the knowlege of 
the God of Iſrael was diffuſed among the na- 
tions, preparatory to their future converſion 
by the Goſpel. The cruelties of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, another of thoſe ſucceſſors, ſer- 
ved only to manifeſt the power of that God, 


and to call forth the glories of the Aſmo- 
nean family, under which the kingdom of 


Judah was enlarged by new acceſſions, and 
enjoyed a long ſucceſſion of halcyon days, 
very beautifully and affectingly deſcribed in 
the writings of the prophets. 


In the time of this family, as we learn 


: from the book of Maccabees, the firſt league 


was made with the Roman power, which 
was then gradually riſing into the fourth 


great empire of the world, and protected the 


Jews, for ſome time, againſt their adver- 


f ſaries, the kings of Syria. 


But when this once highly favoured peo- 
ple had forſaken the word of their God, 
going aſtray after their own traditions; when 


they had filled up the meaſure of their ini- 


quities, by the crucifixion of the. ſon of 
God, and the perſecution of his apoſtles ; ; 


the 
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the fpirit of life paſſed from the law to the 
goſpel, and left their whole ſyſtem a breath- 
leſs carcaſe. Directed by heaven, the Ro- 
man eagles flew to the prey, and Jeruſalem 
ſuffered in a manner which aſtoniſhed the 
ſoul of Titus himſelf, and which, from 
that day to this, hath made the ears of every 
one, who hath heard it, to tingle. 


The Roman empire, by uniting all nations 
under it's government, prepared the way for 
the univerſality of the true religion, which 
receiving ſtrength from every freſh perſecu- 
tion, at length conquered the conquerors of 
the world; and the croſs became the orna- 


ment and glory of the imperial diadem. But 


a love of the old idolatry, and a zeal for the 
gods of Romulus, ſtill poſſeſſed that great 
and powerful body of men, the ſenate, who 
continually importuned the Chriſtian em- 
perors to reſtore the ancient worſhip, and 
were only reſtrained by them from renewing 
the perſecution, after the example of their 
anceſtors . This was the ſtate of things in 
the fourth century, when God, calling to 


Luk. xvii. 37. 
$ See Boſſuet s Univerſal Hiftory, II. 184. and the 
authorities there referred to, 


remem- 
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remembrance the repeated cruelties of the 


oppreſſor, and the unexampled ſufferings of 
his faithful people, delivered up to the Bar- 
barians that city, drunken with the. blood of 
me martyrs. © New nations (ſays an ele- 

«« gant hiſtorian) ſeemed to ariſe, and to 
« ruſh from unknown regions, in order to 
« take vengeance on the Romans, for the 
« calamities which they had inflicted on 


« mankind*.” The unwieldy fabric of the 


empire ſhared the fate of it's predeceſſors; it 
was overthrown. with a mighty deſolation, 
and divided into the kingdoms which now 
ſubſiſt around us, the invaders, by change 


of ſituation, becoming humanized, and hav- 


ing been converted to the faith of Chriſt. 


Among theſe weſtern kingdoms, in the 
boſom of the church, and in the pretended 
name of Chriſt, hath ariſen a tyrannical and 
oppreſſive power, exerciſing dominion over 
the underſtandings and conſciences of men, 
and arming itſelf with fire and ſword, for 
the puniſhment of all who preſame to call 
in queſtion the infallibility of it's deciſions. 
About the ſame period were laid the foun- 


" Robertſon's Hiſtory of Charles V. Vol. I. Sec. I. 
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dations of another power, deſtined to be the 
ſcourge of God to the corrupt and degenerate 
Chriſtians of the eaſtern part of the Roman 
empire; the Pharaoh, the Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the Antiochus of latter times. Theſe 
have their ſtated taſk to perform, after 
which, they likewiſe, according to the pro- 
phecies recorded in the Scriptures (to the 
interpretation of which learned men are very 
commendably turning our attention, with 
increaſing probability of ſucceſs, as the 
events predicted approach) they likewiſe 
will go into perdition. The Lord will 
* conſume them by the ſpirit of his mouth, 
and deſtroy them by the brightneſs of his 
„ coming.” Then the happy day, foretold | 
by the prophets, ſhall arrive, when all | 
earthly rule and authority and power ſhall be | 
put down, and “ the kingdoms of this world 
ce ſhall become,” in the moſt exalted ſenſe 
of the words, the kingdoms of our Lord 


& and his Chriſt,” 


Thus, by going into the ſanctuary of God, 
we ſee the end of all human glory. There 
taking our ſtand, we behold the empires of 
the world paſſing ſwiftly by us, and vaniſh- 


ing away, to give place to that kingdom 
= which 


w& ww 1 Mm OO 
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which ſhall endure for ever; while the Al- 
mighty, by ſuffering them to continue no 
longer than they ſerved his deſigns, affords 
us ſufficient ground to apply to all, his own 


declaration concerning one of them; For 


« this cauſe have I raiſed thee up, to ſhew 
« in thee my power, and that my name may 
ce be declared through all the earth.“ The 
fate of empires being interwoven with that 
of Religion, it pleaſed God to communicate 
to his ſervants the prophets, the ſecrets of 
his adminiſtration with regard to them; and 
the view which we have now taken of it 
demonſtrates, that they are ſo many inſtru- 
ments in the hand of Providence, to execute 
it's deſigns of mercy or judgment on thoſe 
who ſucceſſively become the objects of either, 
according to the uniform tenor of the divine 
economy, from the ban. to the end of 
time. | 


From a ſurvey of God's proceedings, learn 
we to rectify and regulate our own. To 
puniſh wickedneſs and vice, to preſerve and 
promote true religion and virtue, appears to 
have been the end and deſign of all his 
diſpenſations. Let it be the end and * 


* Exod, ix. 16. | 
of 
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of all our tranſactions, upon the preſent, and 
upon every other occaſion. The ſeries of events 
which has been exhibited points out the dif- 
ference between that which is of the earth, 
earthy, and that which cometh from above; 
and directs us where to fix our choice. Not 
princes only, but empires, you ſee, are mor- 
tal. They ſink, to riſe no more. Ihe Aſſyrian, 
the Babylonian, the Perſian, the 3 
the Roman---where are they? They a 
gone-— They ſleep among the dead. Lb 
what they are, the ſtates now ſubſiſting 
around us, which have ſo often diſturbed the 
repoſe of Chriſtendom, and, with their nume- 
rous and well appointed armies, threaten-again 
to diſturb it, ſhall one day be. All below is 


inconſtancy and agitation. But the kingdom | 


of Gop ſhall ſtend. It's foundations were 
laid before thoſe of the world; and when 
that ſhall be in aſhes, when the powers of 
the earth and the lights of heaven ſhall fall, 
and be extinguiſhed for ever, it's ſuperſtruc- 
ture will appear in perfect beauty. Death 
diſſolves the relation we bear to an earthly 
government, and all civil diſtinctions drop 
into the duſt together. Burt our citizenſhip, 
as faith the apoſtle-- nuoy roAmipea--is in hea- 
ven. As Chriſtians, we belong to a polity 


© Philip. iii. 20. not 


TW 1] 
not ſubje& to diſſolution; a ſociety, whoſe 
duration runs parallel with the days of eter- 


nity. We form a body, of which Meſſiah 


is the head, and to which angels are there- 


fore enjoined to miniſter. What wonder is 


it, that we find exceeding great and precious 


| promiſes n made to this high and heavenly 


community, and fulfilled, with regard to 


the empires of the world, from age to age? 
Kings ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, and 
E < aueens thy nurſing mothers ; they ſhall 
bow down to thee with their faces toward 


« the earth, and lick up the duſt of thy 


| * feet”. The ſons alſo of them that afflicted 
| © thee ſhall come bending unto thee, and 
ball they that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow them- 


« ſelves down at the ſoles of thy feet, and 


re they ſhall call thee the city of the Lord, 

« the Zion of the Holy One of Iſrael. 
Therefore thy gates ſhall be open conti- 
| © nually; they ſhall not be ſhut day nor 
„night; that men may bring unto 3 the 
| © forces of the Gentiles, and that their 


kings may be brought; for the nation and 


| © kingdom that will not ſerve thee ſhall 


« periſh ; yea, thoſe nations ſhall be utterly 


« waſted *.“ 


» Ifai. xlix, 23. Ap. hr. 14, &c. 11, 12. 
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Thus „ glorious are the things ſpoken of 
ce thee, thou city of God*!” May we not, 
therefore, take up our parable, with Balaam, 
and ſay, <** Surely there is no enchantment 
« apainſt Jacob, neither is there any divina- 
« tion againſt Iſrael?! How ſhall we curſe | 
«© whom God hath not curſed ; or how ſhall 
« we defy whom God hath not defied *? 


« Behold, we have received commandment 


&« to bleſs; He hath bleſſed, and we cannot 
« reverſe it*.” If the dealings of the Al- 
mighty with a people be ſquared by their 
dealings with his Religion, the ſtate of Re- 
ligion will always be the ſureſt criterion 
whereby to judge of the ſtate of that nation 
wherein it is planted ; and there can be no 
greater enemies to their country, than thoſe 
who are enemies to her ; fince concerning 
her He hath declared, who cannot deceive, 
or be deceived--** No weapon that is formed 
„ apainſt thee ſhall proſper; and every 
ie tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee in judg- 
* ment thou ſhalt condemn *. * 


God doth not every day manifeſt his will, 
by his prophets, reſpecting the kingdoms 


* Pſalm Ixxxvii. 3. 7 Numb. XXiii. 23. Ib. xxiii. 8. 
* Numb. xxiii. 20. Iſai. liv, 17. 
which 


which he ſetteth up, and putteth down. But 


having ſo often done it in the caſes of thoſe 


great empires of which we have been ſpeak- 


ing, he ſheweth us, by ſuch remarkable and 
prominent inſtances, how he acts in all 
others, and thereby enables us to form a 
competent idea of our own fituation and 


WE circumſtances. Sacred hiſtory informs us 


what was the. particular ſtate of the ancient 
people of God, when he puniſhed them by 
the heathen nations; and both ſacred and 
profane hiſtory inform us what was the ſtate 
of each empire, when ſubverted by another, 
Similar cauſes produce ſimilar effects. For 
though God's counſels are always executed, 
yet they are executed, for the moſt part, in that 
way which we are wont to call the natural 
m of things. He who has ordained that 
all the parts of the univerſe ſhould have a 
mutual dependance on each other, and ope- , 
rate regularly, by a due concatenation of 
cauſes and effects, has likewiſe ordained that 
the courſe of human affairs ſhould have it's 
progreſſion and proportion. Individuals and 
communities ariſe, accordingly, at proper 
times, with qualities ſuited to the ſtation - 
they are deſtined to fill, and the work which 
they are intended to perform. It is, there- 

2 -: fore 
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fore, no leſs uſeful than curious, in reading 
hiſtory, to mark the different diſpoſitions, 
manners, and characters of nations, and 
their rulers; ſince theſe are the inſtruments 
working, under the direction of Providence, 
for the accompliſhment of it's deſigns, with- 
out any infringement of man's free will. If 
you behold a nation diſtinguiſhed by irreli- 
gion and contempt of things ſacred, by li- 
centiouſneſs, faction, luxury, diflipation, and 
effeminacy, be aſſured that, without a re- 


formation, and a return to firſt principles, 


the conqueſt of that nation by ſome other is 
becoming more and more feaſible every day; 
the ſame vices, which provoke divine ven- 
geance, preparing the way for it's execution. 
Such were the characteriſtics of the ancient 
people of God, in the times preceding their 


ſeveral captivities. Such was the caſe, when 


the old Aſſyrian empire periſhed with Sar- 
danapalus; when Babylon was ſurprized by 
Cyrus; when Darius was overthrown by 


Alexander ; when Greece fell under the do- 


minion of the Romans; when theſe laſt 


were overwhelmed by the northern nations; 


and when Conſtantinople was taken by the 
Turks. Every man, who has the proſperity 
of his country at heart, ſhould very ſeriquſly 
confider, 


(„ 


conſider, how far theſe rotens are to be found 
upon ourſelves ; what can be done to prevent 
the farther ſpreading of the infection, and 
to eradicate the ſeeds of the diſorder. Thoſe 
in the higher ranks of life, it may be ſaid-- 
it ought to be ſaid--cannot complain, that 
a bright example of virtue is not held forth 
to them from the throne. Happy would it 
be for themſelves, happy for the community, 
would they ſtudy to reflect it's luſtre on the 
wide extended circles of their inferiors and 
dependents. The legiſlature hath by no 
means ſhewn itſelf backward in ſupporting 
that eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity ſettled 
among us at the Reformation. The integri- 
ty of thoſe truly reverend and reſpectable 
perſons, entruſted with the important charge 
of adminiſtring juſtice and judgment in the 
| Jand---that particular, which rendered the 
Romans, in the opinion even of their ene- 
mies, worthy to be maſters of the world 
is univerſally ſeen, and gratefully acknow- 
| ledged. In theſe ſequeſtered and peaceful 
ſcenes, the deſtined manſions of literature 
and religion (long may they continue to be 
lo, loved by the Good, and patronized by 
the Great!) though the fences of our in- 
cloſure will not ſerve entirely to exclude the 
D 2 turn 
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turn and temper of the world about us, yet 
many are diligent to teach, and many atten- 
tive to learn. Wiſdom uttereth her voice, 
and the found of the Goſpel is heard. There 
is a river, the ſtreams whereof, going forth 
from. this their fountain, often cauſe the 
wilderneſs to become a fruitful field ; to re- 
Joice, and bloſſom as the roſe. It muſt be 
added, that there certainly refides in Britiſh 
boſoms a laudable propenfity to acts of bene- 
ficence. I have no deſire to preſent the dark 
hde of the proſpect. May the whole be- 
come light! May the returning Hpirit and 
power of godlineſs reanimate it's form, and 
be again the heart and foul of every action 
and intention, producing, with piety and 
charity unfeigned, obedience, union, honeſty, 
frugality, temperance, purity ; let me add, 
health, ſtrength, and true fortitude. With 
theſe ſhould we, at any future time, be call- 
ed to go forth againſt our old enemies, (all 
our prefent unhappy differences adjuſted, 
and all our divifions healed) we ſhall go forth 
under the favour and protection of heaven; 
and then, He who created the world, and 
who preſerves it, for the fake of his church; 
He who ſecured her in the ark, when the 
flood came, and watched over her in the 

families 
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families of the holy patriarchs; he who 
brought her out of Egypt, led her through 
the wilderneſs, introduced her into the pro- 
miſed inheritance, and made her to be the 
glory of the whole earth ; he who raiſed up 
Cyrus to deliver her from the power of Baby- 
lon ; who turned the heart of Alexander in 
her favour ; who went out, with Judas and 
his brethren, to the battle againſt the armies 
of Antiochus, and bade the ſword of Con- 
ſtantine conquer under the banner of the 
Croſs; He, the Lord of hoſts, will ever be 
with us; He, the God of Jacob, will ever 
be our refuge. O that my people”--ſays 
he, in that moſt condeſcending and affection- 
ate wiſn- O that my people had hearkened 
te unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my 
«© ways! I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their 
* enemies, and turned my hand againſt their 
te adverſaries *--= THEM THAT HONOUR ME 
© I WILL HONOUR; BUT SUCH AS DE- 


© SPISE ME SHALL BE LIGHTLY ESTEEM» 
20.” 


© Pf, Ixxxi. 13, 14. 
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